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‘SAVING No 9’ 
 

Discovery 

 The ‘Muniments Cupboard’ 

HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

The Somerset Building Preserva,on Trust is a charitable 

organisa�on that repairs and restores buildings of historical 

interest which would otherwise be lost and brings them back 

into beneficial use within communi�es. 

The Trust promotes higher standards of architectural design 

through its William Stansell Historic Building Awards and 

encourages the use of appren�ceships to teach tradi�onal skills 

in conserva�on. 

To learn more about the Trust and its work and how you can 

become involved with helping to save this most important 

building visit h/ps://www.sbpt.info/ and refer to the Somerset 

Building Preserva�on Trust YouTube Channel to see Episodes of 

“Saving No 9”.  

 

 

PAYMENT METHOD:   

BACS preferred or see website for alterna�ve payment details. 

BARCLAYS Bank Plc  Sort 20-99-40  Account 60544566  Ref No 9 

 

NAME: ……………………………………………………..… 

ADDRESS: ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

POSTCODE: ………………………      PHONE: ……………………………….….. 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 

for the current tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax 

that all the Chari�es and Community Amateur Sports Clubs that I donate to will 

reclaim on my gi7s for the current tax year.  I understand that other fees such as 

VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the Charity will reclaim 25p of tax 

on every £1 that I have given.  THANK YOU. 

 

SIGNED: ……………………………………        DATED: …………..……... Drawings courtesy of Levitate Architects 

1. A mysterious piece of furniture....  

 Ground floor No 9 Fore Street Chard 

 Why is it here and for what purpose was it used, how old is it, 

 and many other ques�ons besides. 

 NOTE:  The wooden cornice inserted to fill the gap between 

 the cupboard top and the ceiling is a much later addi�on. 

      Photos P J Stow 

ABOVE:  No 9 Fore Street, Chard, with a common 

entrance through the porch (green arrow).        
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OUR AIM: 

… is to Conserve No 9 Fore Street and Connect 

the wider Community with Centuries of 

History in the Centre of Chard. 

OUR MISSION: 

… is to engage with the diverse popula�on of Somerset, tailor the repairs and altera�ons to this historically important building to suit a 

communal purpose for the widest benefit and ensure the best quality workmanship to secure the building for future centuries. 

THE MUNIMENTS CUPBOARD 

The presence of a large ornate and obviously very high quality 

cupboard set in the dark recess of the ground floor and near a 

major fireplace (inserted 1630)  is an object of fascina�on 

because of its an�quity and original purpose. 

Seemingly in good condi�on using quarter sawn oak, beau�fully 

made and with historical altera�ons this item has formed the 

subject of several expert interpreta�ons. 

Hugh Harrison, renowned Church Furniture expert in analysis 

and repair of church �mberworks over many decades was able 

to visit 26.Mar.2026 and kindly entered the debate on this topic  

(See sbpt YouTube Episode 09 for detailed descrip�on). 

BELOW: Hugh Harrison - in full flow to camera. 

WHAT’s INSIDE? 

The large and small panelled doors, with the inside 

faces carefully finished coupled with a mysterious 

groove around the inside suggests that heavy objects 

were stored on the shelves, the front exposed edges 

assisted by the doors when closed. 

LEFT:   The crowd 

gathers during filming 

by Antony Jones The 

Local Film Company 

at coffee break! 

CONCLUSIONS 

Conjecture con�nues but the cupboard seems to have 

been imported at an undefinable date, the later cornice 

to accommodate the ceiling beam downstand is a clue, 

the altera�ons internally suggest the use as a documents 

and clothes (robes/wigs) storage and possibly the original 

purpose was for vestments and bishops’ mitres in a 

church seIng maybe from whence this came? 

ABOVE and RIGHT:  Groove 

in the doors runs around 

the cupboard. Note the 

shelves have subsequently 

been reposi�oned. 

ABOVE:  Typical large door 

hinge, the smaller side doors 

have a correspondingly shorter 

hinge (see inset le7). 


